
   
 

 

RCAS Winter Meeting – Tallahassee, FL 
Four Points by Sheraton-Tallahassee Hotel & Holiday Inn Express-Pensacola Hotel 

February 8-11, 2026 
 
 
Welcome to Tallahassee Florida and the campus of Florida A&M! 
 
As Dean of the College of Agriculture & Food Sciences, I would like to encourage all RCAS 
members and others interested in research center administration to register and attend the 
RCAS Winter 2026 Meeting.  Florida A&M University is thrilled to have both UF/IFAS Research 
and Auburn University’s Gulf Coast Research & Extension Center as co-hosts for this winter 
meeting.  RCAS leadership will have an impactful lineup of speakers for the Monday meeting 
and the two-day bus tour across the Florida Panhandle into southeastern Alabama should allow 
all attendees to learn much about the diversity of agriculture and how three different land 
grant universities facilitate field, grove, and other research in the Panhandle of Florida and 
southeastern Alabama. 
 
Information about how to register for this meeting can be found below.  Please register as soon 
as possible in order for RCAS leadership to accommodate the group and do not hesitate to 
reach out to me or anyone in RCAS leadership with questions, etc. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the meeting – Go Rattlers! 
 
Dr. G. Dale Wesson 
Dean of College of Agriculture & Food Sciences at Florida A&M 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Online RegFox Registration Link for 2026 Winter Meeting: https://rcas.regfox.com/rcas-
winter-2026-meeting-famuufauburn 
Cost = $350.00 (Note: $175.00 for first-time attendees)  
 
Airport Information: 
 Tallahassee International Airport* (TLH) – American Airlines & Delta Airlines 
 Jacksonville International Airport (JAX) – American Airlines, Delta Airlines, etc. 
 Pensacola International Airport (PNS) –  American Airlines, Delta Airlines, etc. 
 * - Closest airport to Four Points by Sheraton-Tallahassee Hotel. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frcas.regfox.com%2Frcas-winter-2026-meeting-famuufauburn&data=05%7C02%7Cgfankhauser%40ufl.edu%7C2163bc5e155b43b2204e08de2625cf58%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C638990141010645739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=77VYfXV%2BtDnIq5WdlDqSluiUh%2F0oZLWZdIw6K%2F3f0Vg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frcas.regfox.com%2Frcas-winter-2026-meeting-famuufauburn&data=05%7C02%7Cgfankhauser%40ufl.edu%7C2163bc5e155b43b2204e08de2625cf58%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C638990141010645739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=77VYfXV%2BtDnIq5WdlDqSluiUh%2F0oZLWZdIw6K%2F3f0Vg%3D&reserved=0


   
 

Lodging Information for Two Separate Hotels: 
Four Points by Sheraton-Tallahassee Downtown Hotel 
316 West Tennessee Street 
Tallahassee, Florida, 32301 

Note: Reservations at this hotel need to be made for the nights of February 8th, 9th, and 
11th (if needed).  Cost per night is $209.00 plus applicable taxes. 
Deadline to reserve rooms at this hotel at the group rate is January 19, 2026.  
Please use this reservation link: Book your group rate for RCAS Conference  

 
 
Holiday Inn Express & Suites-Pensacola Airport North I-10 Hotel 
7827 North Davis Highway 
Pensacola, Florida, 32514 

Note: Reservations at this hotel need to be made for the night of February 10, 2026.  
Cost is $90.00 plus $2.00 parking fee & applicable taxes. 
Deadline to reserve rooms at this hotel at the group rate is January 19, 2026.  
Please use this reservation link: RCAS - UF 

 

 
 

and... 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.marriott.com%2Freslink%3Fid%3D1763741528802%26key%3DGRP%26app%3Dresvlink&data=05%7C02%7Cgfankhauser%40ufl.edu%7Cf04b51e0b44b4b07ff8008de29196834%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C638993386385348049%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0y2T6rw7DtXghaIQaCkRht0QZErm78FTVEv85jDpwSU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ihg.com%2Fredirect%3Fpath%3Drates%26brandCode%3DEX%26localeCode%3Den%26regionCode%3D1%26hotelCode%3DPNSDN%26checkInDate%3D10%26checkInMonthYear%3D012026%26checkOutDate%3D11%26checkOutMonthYear%3D012026%26_PMID%3D99801505%26GPC%3DRCA%26cn%3Dno%26adjustMonth%3Dfalse%26showApp%3Dtrue%26monthIndex%3D00&data=05%7C02%7Cgfankhauser%40ufl.edu%7C2b286cbc74d64e9ee1c208de1bc9fda3%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C638978751525916209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J6J12bu5b5iyhMERiJ5x7zmnH29%2F8uritQlRbabcWX0%3D&reserved=0


   
 

RCAS Winter 2026 Meeting Schedule 
February 8-11, 2026 
Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University (Host) - Tallahassee, FL 
University of Florida/IFAS & Auburn University-Gulf Coast REC (REC Tour Co-Hosts) 

Sunday, February 8, 2026 
1:30-2:30 PM Registration – Four Points by Sheraton-Tallahassee Downtown Hotel (316 West 
 Tennessee Street, Tallahassee, FL) 

2:30-5:00 PM Executive (Open) Business Meeting – Four Points by Sheraton-Tallahassee Downtown 
 Hotel (Ornate Chorus Ballroom) 

6:00 PM Super Bowl Watch Party at Hotel (Drinks & Light Snacks provided) 

Monday, February 9, 2026  
8:00-8:30 AM Travel from Four Points by Sheraton Hotel to Grand Ballroom on Florida A&M 
 Campus (1628 South Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, Tallahassee) 

8:30-9:00 AM Registration & Welcome – Jim Boyer, RCAS President (UF/IFAS, PSREU-Citra) 

9:00-9:30 AM Florida A&M-CAFS Welcome & Research Overview – Dr. G. Dale Wesson, Dean of  
 College of Agriculture & Food Sciences at Florida A&M (FAMU-CAFS) 

9:30-10:00 AM Florida Panhandle Agriculture Overview – Jeff Pittman, District 4 Director w/Florida 
 Farm Bureau (Florida Farm Bureau) 

10:00-10:30 AM Pasture & Crop Insurance for Research Centers – Terry Jarrett, SVP for CKP Insurance 

10:30-10:45 AM Break 

10:45-11:15 AM Succession Planning for Research Centers – Dr. Scott  Stewart, Center Director at 
 University of Tennessee’s West Tennessee AgResearch & Education Center 

11:15-11:45 AM Saving Time & Empowering Impact – Florida Cooperative Extension’s Mission for  
 Modernization Through AI – Dr. Christian Christensen, Director of Business 
 Intelligence for UF/IFAS Extension 

11:45-12:15 PM Preview of Summer 2026 Meeting – Dewey Mann, Operations Director of Chadwick 
 Arboretum & Learning Gardens & Director of Waterman Agricultural and Natural 
 Resource Laboratory at Ohio State University (Waterman) 

12:15-1:45 PM Lunch & UF/IFAS Welcome – Dr. Rob Gilbert, Dean for Research for UF/IFAS (FAES) 
 (Florida A&M Campus Ballroom) 

1:45-2:30 PM Tour of FAMU-CAFS Campus Facilities & Bus Tour of Florida State University Campus 

2:30-3:00 PM Travel to Florida A&M Center for Viticulture & Small Fruit Research (6361 Mahan  
 Drive, Tallahassee - FAMU Viticulture Center) 

3:00-5:00 PM        Florida A&M Presentations, Guided Tour, & Wine Tasting 

5:00-5:30 PM Return to Four Points by Sheraton-Tallahassee Hotel 

6:00 PM Dinner (On own) 

     

https://plantscienceunit.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://cafs.famu.edu/
https://floridafarmbureau.org/
https://www.ckpinsurance.com/
https://westtn.tennessee.edu/
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://waterman.osu.edu/people-categories/chadwick-arboretum-and-learning-gardens
https://research.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://cafs.famu.edu/departments-and-centers/research/center-for-viticulture-and-small-fruit-research/index.php


   
 

RCAS Winter 2026 Meeting Schedule 
February 8-11, 2026 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
Tuesday, February 10, 2026 
Note: Times in RED are Central Time 
7:00-7:45 AM Breakfast (Hotel Lobby) 

8:00 AM Checkout and Depart Four Points by Sheraton Hotel for Bus Tour 

8:45-11:45 AM Arrive at Florida A&M University Research and Extension Center (FAMU-REC) 
 – Tour/Presentations  (4259 Bainbridge Hwy, Quincy, FL) 

11:45 AM Depart for UF/IFAS North Florida Research and Education Center-Quincy (NFREC) 
 (155 Research Road, Quincy, FL) 

12:00-2:30 PM Working Lunch (& Business Meeting) and Presentations at North Florida REC-Quincy 
 (Host: Dr. Dean Pringle, Center Director for NFREC) 

2:30 PM Depart for West Florida Research and Education Center-Jay (WFREC) 
 (4253 Experiment Drive, Highway 182) 

4:00-5:30 PM Arrive to West Florida REC-Jay – Facilities & Turfgrass Tour (Hosts: Dr. Wood & Dr. 
 Unruh, Center Director & Associate Center Director for WFREC) 

5:30 PM Dinner & Awards Program 

7:00 PM Depart for Holiday Inn Express & Suites Pensacola Airport North–I-10 Hotel 
 (7827 North Davis Highway Pensacola, Florida)  

7:45 PM Arrive at Holiday Inn Express & Suites Pensacola Airport North–I-10 Hotel 

 
Wednesday, February 11, 2026 
6:30-7:15 AM Breakfast (Complimentary at Hotel) 

7:30 AM Depart Holiday Inn Express & Suites Hotel for Claude Peteet Mariculture Center 
 (999 Commerce Drive, Gulf Shores, AL) 

8:45-9:45 AM Arrive and Tour Claude Peteet Mariculture Center (CPMC) 

9:45 AM Depart for Auburn-Gulf Coast Research and Extension Center (GCREC) 
 (8300 State Highway 104, Fairhope, AL) 

10:45 AM Arrive at Auburn-Gulf Coast Research and Extension Center – Tour & Presentations 
 hosted by Regional AAES Director, Jarrod Jones 

12:00-12:45 PM Lunch – Onsite at Auburn-Gulf Coast REC 

12:45 PM Depart for NFREC-Marianna for Bull Test Station & Peanut Industry Tour 

3:45-5:00 PM Arrive at NFREC-Marianna Bull Test Station & Peanut Industry Overview 
 (NFREC-Marianna with Florida Foundation Seed Producers) 

5:00 PM Depart for Four Points by Sheraton Hotel-Tallahassee (Light Dinner/Snacks on buses) 

7:15 PM Arrive at Four Points by Sheraton Hotel-Tallahassee – End of Meeting 

https://cafs.famu.edu/outreach/rec.php
https://nfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://wfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://www.outdooralabama.com/mrd-fisheries-section/claude-peteet-mariculture-center
https://aaes.auburn.edu/outlying-units/south-region/
https://nfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/marianna-maps/
https://ffsp.net/
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